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BACKGROUND 

 
Vermont’s Universal Recycling law 
(Act 148) was unanimously passed by 
the Legislature in 2012 in response to 
the state’s stagnant recycling rates 
that had hovered around 30-36% for 
nearly two decades.  As much as 50% 
of Vermonter’s trash includes 
recyclable or compostable materials 
like food scraps and leaf and yard 
debris.  With concern over wasting 
valuable natural resources and the 
impact of this waste on global climate 
change, the stage was set to boost 
recycling and launch statewide 
composting. 
 

 

 

 
1 DEC completes waste composition studies approximately every 5 years.  2013 was the most recent study with the next 
to be completed in 2018. 
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Up to 50% of our 

waste could be 
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Vermont’s Universal Recycling law 
Status Report   December 2016 

3 of 16  

Dept. of Environmental Conservation 

 
6 of 16 


